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IS THE KUOMINTANG? 





N view of the important military gains 

lately made by the Cantonese army un- 
der Chiang Kai-shek, interest turns to- 
ward a study of the principles of the 
Kuomintang (Nationalist Party) which 
would heavily influence any government 
set up by force of Cantonese arms. 

Historically, the Kuomintang is a di- 
rect outgrowth of a secret revolutionary 
society (Tungmenghui) founded by the 
late Dr. Sun Yat-sen, which was largely 
responsible for the overthrow of the 
“foreign” Manchu dynasty in 1911. In- 
tensely nationalistic from its origin, it 
assumed through subsequent reorganiza- 
tion, its present form as a political party 
in 1924. It is the only political party, 
in the western sense, in China. Its source 
and inspiration has always been centered 
in Canton. 

The foundation of Kuomintang rests 
on the “Three Principles of the People.” 
Formulated by Dr. Sun, they are still 
the party’s rigid fundamentals to which 
all members must adhere:* 


People’s Nationalism, on which is based 
the struggle for independence from for- 
eign control. Perhaps the closest paral- 
lel is the new nationalism of Turkey 
which started its modern way by ab- 
rogating the old “capitulations” to for- 
eigners. 


People’s Sovereignty, otherwise De- 
mocracy, which would give universal 
suffrage—not such a radical departure 
for a country which has had a practical 
system of self-government through the 
“elders” who traditionally control all 
the affairs of the villages where the 
great majority of the population centres. 
A distinctive feature is found in the in- 
clusion in addition to the usual legisla- 





* From translations set forth by Dr. C. 


Cc. Wu, son of 
Wu Ting-fang, 


in the China Weekly Review, Sept. 26, 1926. 


tive, executive and judiciary branches of 
government, of two other departments 
which are a survival of the old empirical 
method of selection and control of gov- 
ernment officials. This unique system is 
referred to as the “Five Power Govern- 
ment;” 

People’s Livelihood, by which the eco- 
nomic rights of the individual are 
guarded. Land monopoly and the evil 
results of price inflation are to be pre- 
vented by a system of taxation based 
on values set by the owners, such figure 
to be the sale price to the government 
which has a perpetual option on all land. 
A second safeguard lies in the provision 
that only the state may undertake enter- 
prises monopolistic in character or vital 
to the economic life of the people. 


It is this last principle, not always 
clearly understood, which has won for 
the Kuomintang the reputation of being 
communistic. The contrast of the Kuo- 
mintang program with the Soviet prin- 
ciples of anti-capitalism and abolition of 
private property is obvious. 


Recent information indicates that the 
political prestige of the Cantonese is as- 
suming substantial proportions in Central 
China. Mainly their growing popularity 
rests on the realization by both Chinese 
and foreigners that the Kuomintang 
principles are a potential foundation for 
the stable government which is the first 
requisite for a solution of the confused 
issues in Chinese and foreign rights. 
How far the party may be able to en- 
force these principles against the depre- 
dations of Chinese militarism is still an 
open question. Meanwhile the Peking 
Government, which virtually abdicated 
in April, 1926, is still written down as 
“official” in the books of the Powers. 


MILDRED HAND. 
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Notes 


German iron and steel manufacturers 
were freed from the charges of dump- 
ing their products in the United States 
in violation of the American tariff laws 
by a unanimous report submitted on Oct- 
ober 27 to the governments of Germany 
and the United States by a German- 
American Mixed Commission made up 
of two representatives of each govern- 
ment. The Mixed Commission was ap- 
pointed to investigate charges that Ger- 
man manufacturers were dumping their 
products in the United States under aid 
given by a government export bounty. 
The Commission was purely a fact-find- 
ing organization appointed to investigate 
and report to the respective govern- 
ments, and the Treasury has made it 
clear that the report of the Commission 
does not in any way bind the govern- 
ment of the United States. It is prob- 
able, however, that the report will be 
accepted by the American government. 





Marsha] Pilsudski’s recent activities 
have given rise in the Polish democratic 
and socialist parties to the suspicion 
that he is contemplating reestablishment 
of a monarchy in Poland. On October 
25 the Marshal made a trip to Prince 
Radziwill’s estate where he conferred 
with many of the leading land owners 
and monarchists of Poland. The trip 
was followed on October 27 by a con- 
ference between the Marshal and Presi- 
dent Moscicki, Vice-Premier Bartel and 
the Minister of Justice. Great consterna- 
tion is felt by the socialists, who were 
the strongest supporters of the Marshal 
in his coup last May, when the President, 
M. Wojciechowski, and Premier Witos 
resigned and the Pilsudski government 
was established. 





Following the submission of the 
Trotzky-Zinovieff group to the Stalin 
Government on October 18, the opposi- 
tion has found itself excluded from all 
participation in the control of the Com- 
munist party. The new praesidium, in- 
cluding Rykoff, Bucharin and Tomsky is 
dominated by Stalin. The defeat of the 
opposition group also had the effect of 
discrediting Zinovieff, president of the 
Third International, chief organ of Com- 
munist propoganda abroad. In a survey 
of international affairs, M. Bucharin de- 
clared before the party conference that 
“capitalism has undergone a new stab- 
ilization” which would necessitate a 
change in the policy of the Communist 
International confining it to “‘preparatory 
and educational work” and avoiding 
“untimely attacks upon capitalism.” It 
is of the greatest interest to see what the 
practical effect of the Bucharin an- 
nouncement will be upon the irritating 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 





<— pom 
rm 





munist International. 





re 
policy hitherto pursued by the Com. 


b; 
os 


In the midst of sensational rumors © 
which link the name of Italy with the © 
future administration of one of the Clagg © 
A mandates of the League, the Italian © 
government proceeds quietly with its © 
policy of peaceful penetration in that ™ 
portion of southern Arabia which fronts 7 
Italy’s African colony of Eritrea on the © 
Red Sea. A month ago a treaty of amity © 
and commerce was concluded in Rome — 


between Italy and Yemen. 
cently the Imam Yehia, ruler of Yemen, 
has asked Italy to lend its good offices 
toward the settlement of a territorial] 
dispute with his powerful 
neighbor, 
quarters of Arabia. 
sented to do. 


More re 


northern ~ 
Ibn Saud, master of three ” 
This, Italy has con- 3 
Accordingly whatever ~ 


settlement is made of the thorny Syrian 7 
question, Italy has already gained a pe. © 
culiar influence far to the southward 7 
among the herdsmen and coffee planters ~ 


of Yemen. 





An atmosphere of uncertainty and 
suspense characterizes Balkan affairs” 


at the moment. 
succession, in Greece the impending elec. 


In Rumania the royal” 


tions, and in Jugoslavia the separatist” 


activities of minority groups have clouded 
domestic situations. Meanwhile it is not) 
certain that pending treaties for the 


settlement of postwar Balkan difficulties © 
will be ratified. Jugoslavs are protest” 
ing the “Neptune conventions” giving 
Italy greater influence on the Dalmatian ~ 
coast; Rumanians are opposed to the new © 
Italian treaty which does not openly con ~ 
firm their possession of Bessarabia, and © 
Greeks wish to modify beyond recogni- © 
tion the agreement whereby Jugoslavia ~ 
was to have received an extension of © 
rights in the Aegean port of Saloniki. 7 
Meanwhile rapprochements between Jugo- © 
slavia and Bulgaria and between Hungary © 
and Rumania are being persistently fore- 7 


cast, but without official confirmation. 





Imperialism and World Politics by Parker ; 


Thomas Moon. 
1926. 
popular study of “one of the major 
phases of modern history and one of 
the two or three foremost problems in 
world politics and world economics,” 
Professor Moon’s clear analysis of the 
world-wide inter-relations of politics, 


New York, Macmillan, © 
This is the first scholarly, yet™ 


diplomacy, finance and industry is in- 


tensely interesting. 


He has succeeded” 


brilliantly in making clear for college” 
students and the average reader the™ 
dominant motive forces back of much of > 
recent and present-day international re ~ 


lations. 


This is in truth one of the very © 


few invaluable volumes for every student © 


of American foreign policy. 
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